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PRUDHOE TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Planning, Contract and Works Meeting held in The Spetchells Centre, Front Street, 

Prudhoe at 7:00pm on Wednesday 10 June 2015 

 
PRESENT Cllr Mrs J McGee (Chair), Cllr Mrs E Burt, Cllr G Price, Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert, Cllr B Futers, 
Cllr A Gill, Cllr G Simpson, Cllr Mrs N McGee, Cllr G McCreedy 
In attendance: R Whinney (Clerk) 
 
1516/1001  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE Cllr A Piper 
 
1516/1002  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  None 
 
1516/1003  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE   
Cllr Mrs J McGee vacated the Chair at this point. The Clerk requested nominations for the position of 
Chairman of the Committee for the new Council year. Cllr Mrs J McGee was nominated by Cllr Mrs E 
Burt, seconded by Cllr G McCreedy. There being no other nominations. Cllr Mrs J McGee was declared 
duly elected to serve as Chairman. Taking the Chair, Cllr Mrs McGee thanked councillors for their support 
and stated that she was echoing the words of Cllr Mrs E Burt as Chairman of the Council in praising 
councillors for their efforts and for their engagement as a team working on behalf of the community. 
 
1516/1004  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE 
Cllr G Simpson was nominated to serve as Vice-Chairman by Cllr Mrs E Burt, seconded by Cllr Mrs C 
Cuthbert. There being no other nominations, Cllr G Simpson was declared duly elected to serve as Vice-
Chairman.  Cllr Simpson thanked members for their support in choosing him for the role. 
 
1516/1005  MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING CONTRACT & WORKS COMMITTEE 
  HELD ON 13 MAY 2015 
It was AGREED to receive the minutes as a true record. 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs E Burt  Seconded: Cllr G Price 
 
1516/1006  MATTERS ARISING. None 
 
1516/1007 PLANNING MATTERS 
 
1. Planning applications considered  
 
Castlefields & Low Prudhoe Ward 
Planning Ref. 15/01630/FUL 
Proposal: Single storey extension to rear and conversion of garage to create additional habitable 
accommodation and widening of driveway to provide an additional parking space. 
Location: 2 Well Dean, Castlefields, Prudhoe, Northumberland NE42 5QQ 
Applicant: Mr & Mrs Jonathan Wood (address as above) 
Response date: 19 June 2015 
SUPPORT 
 
General - Mickley Ward 
Planning Ref. 15/01649/FUL 
Proposal: Extension to the existing cafeteria and kitchen to provide extra seating capacity storage and 
staff office and toilet facilities 
Location: Tyne Valley Nurseries (Mickley Gdn Centre), West Road, Mickley, Northumberland NE43 7BT 
Applicant: Mr John Craven (address as above) 
Response date: 26 June 2015 
SUPPORT 
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2. Notifications of the Planning Authority in respect of planning applications 
(i) Decisions 
 
Prudhoe West & Halfway Ward 
Ref. 15/00927/FUL 
Proposal: Single storey extensions to rear and side and new bin enclosure to side 
Location: 5 Park Lane, Prudhoe, Northumberland NE42 5LN 
Applicant: Mr Raymond Elliott (address as above) 
Response deadline: 29 April 2015 
Northumberland County Council decided to GRANT permission 
[The Council had responded SUPPORTING the application] 
 
General – Prudhoe West & Halfway Ward 
Planning Ref. 15/01126/FUL 
Proposal: Construction of permanent vehicular access, access road, fencing and gates 
Location: Vehicular access off West Road, Prudhoe, Northumberland 
Applicant: Ms Lauren Jennings, Northumbrian Water Ltd, Boldon House, Wheatlands Way, Pity Me, 
Durham DH1 5FA 
Response date: 7 May 2015  
Northumberland County Council decided to GRANT permission 
[The Council had responded SUPPORTING the application] 
 
Prudhoe Hall Ward 
Planning Ref. 15/01028/FUL 
Proposal: Proposed single storey extension to front and side 
Location: 6 Park Avenue, Prudhoe, Northumberland NE42 5BA 
Applicant: Mr Robert Watson (address as above) 
Response date: 29 April 2015 
Northumberland County Council decided to GRANT permission 
[The Council had responded SUPPORTING the application] 
 
It was agreed to receive the notifications. 
 
Following concern expressed by Cllr B Futers at the proliferation of extensions of driveways and parking 
areas in the town, and his enquiry as to whether planning permission was in fact needed for such works, 
the meeting agreed to the request made by Cllr Mrs J McGee that the Clerk check as to whether planning 
permission for such works was required. 
 
1516/1008 EDGEWELL CEMETERIES 
The report of the recent meeting of the Cemetery & Memorial Sub-Committee was received.  At the 
request of Cllr A Gill and with the permission of the Chairman, the Clerk drew the meeting’s attention to 
aspects of the report requiring update or further consideration.  
 
1. Stability Testing – the Clerk advised the meeting that a total of four memorials were to be marked out 
with poles and warning tape and notices warning that they were highly unsafe. These memorials were not 
fixed in place and could easily be pushed or knocked over. Following discussion, and in response to a 
question from Cllr Mrs E Burt asking how long the poles and tape should be left in place if the owners did 
not come forward, it was suggested that one solution could be to remove failed memorials to the chapel 
pending action by the owners. Three months was felt to be a suitable interval before such further action 
was contemplated / taken. Cllr Gill noted that removal of memorials was the practice in Newcastle, and 
he noted that there had been no failures in respect of memorials installed at the Edgewell Cemeteries to 
the Council’s specification (ie, since 2009). In response to the suggestion that failed memorials be laid 
flat, Cllr Gill said that this could still present a trip hazard where the memorial remained fixed to the plinth. 
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Cllr Mrs Burt said that the Council must be able to demonstrate it had acted to ensure that it had 
discharged its responsibility for failed memorials, and she endorsed the drive to “move to the next step” 
as far as the outcome of the stability testing programme was concerned.  
It was AGREED to endorse the actions taken thus far in respect of the four failed memorials, and to 
approve the following publicity measures: (i) an announcement in the Hexham Courant urging the owners 
of stickered memorials to contact the Council immediately, as well as giving warning that the council 
might be forced to act to make ‘failed’ memorials safe (ii) the same announcement placed on the People 
of Prudhoe Facebook page and (iii) renewed warning notices in the Cemeteries. 
Proposed: Cllr A Gill 
Seconded: Cllr Mrs E Burt 
 
2. Cemetery Ownership – the Council’s solicitors had been supplied with a map marking out the 
boundaries of the Old Cemetery. 
 
3. Fencing – west boundary of Old Cemetery – contractors had been requested to remove the tops of the 
decayed reinforced fence posts: the work was expected to be carried out in the near future. 
 
4. Work record sheets – the missing sheets had been supplied by NCC. 
 
5. Meeting with Cemetery Contractor – arranging a meeting in the near future appeared to be problematic 
owing to illness and holiday absences, but the issues discussed by the Sub-Committee had been raised 
with the relevant NCC officers. 
 
6. Land at entrance to the Old Cemetery – this matter was discussed. The Clerk stated that the Sub-
Committee had agreed that the fencing and plants placed by the householder at the entrance were 
obscuring the entrance to the Old Cemetery, and that this state of affairs would worsen as the plants 
became established. Cllr Mrs E Burt confirmed that she had missed the entrance recently because she 
had not seen it, while Cllr Gill added that a funeral cortege had made the same mistake during the week. 
He added that the land in question did not belong to the Council, but instead to Isos Housing Group. It 
was not a case of the Council enforcing an owner’s rights, but of improving the visibility of the entrance to 
the cemetery. Commenting on the Sub-Committee’s recommendation that the Council write to the 
householder requesting that the fencing be removed, Cllr Mrs Burt suggested that the letter to the 
householder could be copied to Isos Housing Group: this suggestion was welcomed.  
It was AGREED to write to the householder requesting the removal of the fence and plants for the 
reasons given. 
Proposed: Cllr A Gill 
Seconded: Cllr B Futers 
 
7. Signs at entrances to the Cemeteries – it was AGREED to explore the purchase and erection of signs 
marking the entrances to each cemetery. 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs E Burt 
Seconded: Cllr Mrs J McGee 
 
1516/1009 TOWN EVENTS SUB-COMMITTEE: TOUR OF BRITAIN CYCLE RACE 2015 
The report of the meeting was received, and aspects discussed as follows: 
1. ‘Top Ten’ statements about Prudhoe: SCA - one of the largest producers of paper in the country; 68 
traders operating in the town centre; Mitry-Mory - the home of Robert Marchand, the record-breaking 
centenarian cyclist; the home of an actor in a leading part in the current West End of London production 
of ‘Billy Elliot’; the home of the character Ruth Archer in long-running radio series ‘The Archers’; the Tyne 
- England’s finest salmon-fishing river; the Spetchells chalk-heaps as a site of scientific interest. 
It was AGREED to add these suggestions to the ‘long list’ of potential ideas. 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs J McGee 
Seconded: Cllr Mrs E Burt 
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2. Condition of premises on Front Street – the Clerk confirmed that a letter had been sent to the landlord 
of the premises occupied by Cash 4 Clothes: the letter had requested that arrangements be made to 
install a new window in place of the boarded-up section of the shop-front, and reference had been made 
to the Tour of Britain and the Council’s efforts to ensure the town was seen at its best. 
 
3. Businesses’ shop-front competition – it was AGREED that a sum of £500 be explored as the value of 
the first prize (travel vouchers), while around £50 could be allocated for the runner-up, with the proviso 
that the prizes be connected to businesses on Front Street, as the Council wished to support them. 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs E Burt 
Seconded: Cllr Mrs J McGee 
 
4. Flags and bunting on Front Street – it was AGREED that the organisers of the Prudhoe Community 
Fair be requested to take down the remaining Union Jack flags, Proposed Cllr Mrs E Burt, Seconded Cllr 
Mrs N McGee.  It was AGREED that the Council should order the red / yellow bunting for the visit of the 
cycle race, and arrange for this to be put up around the end of July, at which point the existing bunting 
could be taken down, Proposed Cllr Mrs J McGee, Seconded Cllr A Gill. The suggestion that some of the 
street paving be coloured red and yellow in time for the race (with chalk) was welcomed, as was the 
proposal that florist’s ribbon be tied round the planters. 
 
5. Event on the Glade – the remainder of the report was received, and the reasoning for not having an 
event on the day was accepted. It was noted that the trader who had made suggestions about such an 
event had received a response explaining why it had been concluded that it was not feasible. However, it 
was agreed that the Glade should be decorated to welcome the race. 
 
6. Decorated bikes – Cllr Mrs J McGee noted that the decorating of bikes for installation on the race route 
had been suggested, possibly by young people, and this idea was warmly welcomed. Possible sources of 
bikes for decorating were suggested. Lastly, it was agreed that liaison would take place with the town’s 
schools to see how they were proposing to participate on the day: it was suggested that the Council could 
help arrange for red / yellow flags to be sourced for waving by spectators if these were needed. 
 
 
 

END OF MEETING 


